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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Cheryl Griese 
Secretary: Kevin O’Connell 
Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Barb Zachman 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm       
Mtg. Rooms 1 & 2~SA Church    

Liturgy of the Hours 

28th Week in Ordinary Time    
Feast St. Teresa of Avila  
Psalms: Cheryl Griese       

Reader:  Margaret Caswell  
Begin: Pg. 973               
Hymn: #45                     
Mary’s Canticle: Pg. 696      
Closing Prayer: Pg. 1290 

 No Treats 

Spirit Deadline               
29 day of each month     
Eva Jahnke, Editor

THE SPIRIT 
San Damiano Fraternity Announcements

The San Damiano Fraternity will hold a beautiful 
Transitus for Father Francis at the Zachman’s on Saturday, 
October 3rd at 7pm.  Please bring a lawn chair.  Margaret 
Caswell will bake Francis’ favorite almond cookie for all of us to 
enjoy.

Thank you to Ron and Barb for opening up their home for 
this celebration, and to Margaret for baking the delicious cookies.  

The Transitus is always a ‘special’ night for all 
Franciscans, a night we need to be in each others company.  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe who 
inspired Francesco to walk in the footsteps of Christ and for 
passing on the inspiration to all of us.

~Formation…Chapter 1 of Franciscan Prayer~
 
Please email articles to the editor of  the San Damiano ‘Spirit’ 
Newsletter by the 29th of each month.  Thank you and May God 
bless you with His Peace.

________

Pope Francis Intention for October 2020 

The Laity's Mission in the Church  
We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially 
women, may participate more in areas of responsibility in 
the Church.

http://queenofpeaceregion.org
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FRANCISCAN  FORMATION 
Matthew 22:15-21  The Word of God                              

September 18th 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time     

15  The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might 
entrap Jesus in speech.  16 They sent their disciples to Him, 
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
a truthful man and that you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth.  And you are not concerned with 
anyone’s opinion, for you do not regard a person’s status.      
17  Tell us, then, what is your opinion:  Is it lawful to pay the 
census tax to Caesar or not?”  18 Knowing their malice, 
Jesus said, “Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?  19 
Show me the coin that pays the census tax.”  Then they 
handed him the Roman coin.  20 He said to them, “Whose 
image is this and who’s inscription?”   21 They replied, 
“Caesar’s.”  At that he said to them, “Then repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”                                                                               

Reflection                                                                          

  Jesus in his response to his questioners, reminds us that we are 
all citizens of two dominions; the spiritual one and the temporal.  
We have duties to each.  To be a good citizen and to serve God are 
not in contradiction, since God works through all human 
institutions and systems.  As Catholics we have a serious 
responsibility to make sure the laws of our nation are just for all 
people.  Just as Francis was vocal in advocating for the poor and 
downtrodden of his time, we have a moral obligation to do so in 
ours.  We have the distinct advantage neither Jesus or Francis had.  
We vote for our leaders. But it is not just a vote; it’s a blessing that 
should be used with the utmost consideration.  Our vote should return to 
God in the same way Jesus told the pharisees to return their coin to 
Caesar.  But may it behold the image of Jesus instead.  For it is through 
God’s goodness and love, as well as the sacrifices of the citizens before us, 
we have the sacred privilege to cast our ballot.  This year, let us make our 
vote a prayer.  A prayer for life; a prayer for those who have no voice.                           
Peace, Deacon Kim Jensen, Formation Director

PASSIONS  OF  A  
SECULAR  FRANCISCAN 

  Etch the Commandments of 
God, the precepts of Holy Mother 
the Church in your heart and live 
them daily. 

 Participate joyfully in the 
monthly meetings with your 
Fraternal Family 
  

Pray the Liturgy of the Hours 
devoutly gleaning God’s message 
for you each day 

 Faithfully wear your Tau cross 
as an outward declaration of your 
desire to imitate Christ. 

 To reverently say Grace before 
and after meals regardless of whom 
you are with and where you are at. 

 Humbly examine your 
conscience each night asking God 
to help you see your weakness and 
overcome them                           
with His help. 

 Faithfully meet your Savior at 
daily Mass, as often as possible. 

  Generously support your 
Fraternity through donations to the 
common fund.

Imitate the Virgin Mary’s 
complete self-giving in her 

openness to your every word 
and call.. (Art.9)

http://queenofpeaceregion.org
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MISSION STATEMENT

We, the members of the San Damiano 

Community, are of the secular 

community established by St. Francis of 

Assisi, Seraphic Father. We are a family 

living in the world, but not of the world. 

We are striving through prayer, penance, 

and mutual support to live the Gospel 

life of Christ as inspired by St. Francis. 

We intend to be lights of Gospel living to 

those around us through our example 

and apostolic actions.

Barbara  Munnelly  Biography
I am the second of five daughters born to Ray and Betty Ferrian.  I grew up in the same house that my 

father was literally born in!  I also attended the same grade school (St. Ann’s) that both my parents went to as 
kids.  We attended Mass every Sunday with my parents and my maternal grandparents who lived just two 
blocks from us.  

My oldest sister, Mary Beth was my mentor and advisor, my sister Jeanne was just fourteen months 
younger than me and was my playmate.  My sister Betsy was born when I was seven years old and made me 
realize my love for babies and then I got another baby to love when my sister Patty was born three years later.

We enjoyed playing with neighborhood friends, visits with lots of cousins and family vacations at a lake 
or Wisconsin Dells.

When I was sixteen I got a job at Northwestern Bell Telephone Company and continued to work there for 
the next twenty years.  I was hoping to meet my future husband there but it didn’t seem to be happening.  By the 
time I was 27 I was beginning to wonder if my dream of having a family would ever happen, when I read a story 
that broke my heart.  The story was about a little boy who was being abused by his parents.  I thought that I 
could make a difference in the world by giving a home to a child that might not get one.  I found an agency that 
adopted to single parents and they told me about a baby that was born blind and needed a home.  It turned out 
that he had been born at the same time that I had read the story that led me to consider adoption.  I knew that 
the Lord was calling me to be this baby’s mother.  (Go to Page 7)

Please pray for deceased members…..                                                    

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                   

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010               

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                    

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                        
Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                     

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                                  

Dear friends, may you faithful souls find peace 

and joy as you rest in the loving arms of God.   

http://queenofpeaceregion.org
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San Damiano Fraternity Council/Gathering Minutes for September 17, 2020

6:15 PM Meeting  started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman, OSF ~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese, OSF ~ 

Secretary: Kevin O’Connell, OSF ~ Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, OSF ~ Councilor: Barb Zachman, 

OSF ~ Formation Director: Kim Jensen, OSF~~Council Members Absent: Cecelia and Kim 

Jensen~ Other members in attendance:  Christopher Mathis, OSF

Meeting was held in meeting rooms 1 & 2 at St. Andrew.  Our capacity is 10 people and this 

presents a problem for when our attendance is higher.  Rooms are sanitized after the meeting.

Kevin read meeting minutes~Cheryl made a motion to accept minutes~Barb seconded the 

motion~Motion carries

Ron read the treasury report~ Kevin made a motion to accept the treasury minutes~Cheryl  

seconded the motion~ Motion carries

Old Business:

The Feast Day of Our Lady’s birthday at the Zachman’s was beautiful.  Many Secular 

Franciscans were in attendance.  Thanks to Ron and Barb!

Kevin purchased a statue of St. Francis for the St. Andrew Fall Festival.

New Business:

Transitus will be held at Zachman's garage.

It will be at 7PM.  Please bring a chair and Margaret has volunteered to make the almond 

cookies.

Ron read a correspondence from Sr. Karen.  In this letter Sr. Karen made reference to perhaps 

this would be a time for her to step down from her position.  The drive along with other factors 

is making it difficult  for her to make it.

http://queenofpeaceregion.org
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Happy Birthday San Damiano Members  

October  

Cheryl Griese, OFS … October 24th  

November 

Christopher Mathias, OFS…November 8th 

Pat Hendrickson, OFS…November 10th 

Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF…November 16th  

Kevin O’Connell, OFS…November 24th                                                              

Please pray for:   Robert Kohler, Jean Bolton,, Jerry 

Hendrickson, Jeanette Polejewski, Mary Witzman,  Pat 

Brant…  Holy Spirit we call down Your Mighty 

Healing Power upon your children.  We pray for 

spiritual and physical healing if it is your Will;  

In Jesus Name we pray.  Amen     

Discussion was given to consider how we can have a better meeting with Covid.
Reflections:
Could we use the big church and ask to use the space that is marked with tape?
Should we change the day and time we meet to perhaps say Sunday from 2-4.  This would 
eliminate people driving at night.
Keep the meeting on Thursday and use Zoom so as to include our members who are not 
able to attend.  Cheryl and Kevin are willing to start a Zoom meeting.   Eva mentioned that 
Zoom has a dismal affiliation with PP:(
Cheryl and Kevin will attempt to have a practice Zoom with the group on October 13, at 
7PM…Look for an email from Cheryl inviting you to attend.

Formation:  Barb led us in prayer and reflection on the stigmata of St. Francis.
Please be prepared to go over Chapter 1 of Franciscan Prayer.  Deacon Kim will lead us with 
this.

Meeting was closed with prayer
Our next meeting is on October 15, 2020  
We will meet in meeting rooms 1 & 2 unless you hear otherwise.
Respectfully submitted by Kevin O’Connell, OFS, San Damiano Secretary

Catholic talk radio… Learn more about your faith with relevantradio.com.  

Jesus  I  Trust  in  you

http://relevantradio.com
http://queenofpeaceregion.org
http://relevantradio.com
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              Morning Reading                                     

 We have left the world now and all we have to do is to be careful 
to obey God’s will and please him.  We must be very careful, or we will 
turn out to be like the earth by the wayside, or the stony or thorn-choked 
ground, as our Lord tells us in the Gospel….                                              

We should beware especially of the malice and wiles of Satan, his only desire is to prevent man 
from raising his mind and heart to his Lord and God.  He goes about, longing to steal man’s heart away 
under the pretext of some good or useful interest, and obliterate the words and commandments of 
God from his memory.  By the anxieties and worries of this life he tries to dull man’s heart and make a 
dwelling for himself there.  And so we must keep close watch over ourselves or we will be lost and turn 
our minds and hearts from God, because we think there is something worth having or doing, or that 
we will gain some advantage.   The Rule of 1221

Prayer is a vital necessity.  Proof from the contrary is no less convincing: if we do not allow the Spirit to lead us, we fall 
back into the slavery of sin.  How can the Holy Spirit be our life if our heart is far from him?  (Nothing is equal to 
prayer, for what is impossible, it makes possible, what is difficult easy…For it is impossible, utterly impossible, for the 
man who prays eagerly and involves God ceaselessly ever to sin.). Catechism of the Catholic Church

 For Reflection
When our hearts are empty and long for God, the spirit of the world can fool us into seeking 

satisfaction in the distractions of the world.                                                                                                      
O God Who Completes, turn me from the temptation to fill my emptiness with less than yourself.  

There is nothing I can do or have that is worth more than receiving you into my heart, opened wide 
through the gift of prayer.

Evening Reading
Prayer was his sure refuge in everything he did; he never relied on his own efforts, but put his trust in 

God’s loving providence and cast the burden os his cares on him in insistent prayer.  He was convinced that the 
grace of prayer was something a religious should  should long for above all else.  No one, he declared, could make 
progress in God’s service without it, and he used every means he could to make the friars concentrate on it.     
St. Bonaventure, Major Life of St. Francis              

Source: A Dwelling Place Within~St. Francis of Assisi 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Prayer Opens Our Hearts to God’s Provident Care
Bless the Lord each day who carries our burden,                                                                            

who keeps us alive,                                                                                        
our God who saves, our escape from death.                                                                        

Psalm 68:20=21

http://queenofpeaceregion.org
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Jess arrived from India to be my son June 19, 1982.  I was living in the upstairs apartment of 
my sister’s duplex and she became my daycare provider.  My entire family was delighted to have 
him with us and were helpful in raising him.  Things went so well that two years later I was able to 
adopt again and give Jess a little sister.  Gina who is legally blind, arrived from India and we were 
thrilled to have her join our family.  Three years after that, I felt the call to adopt again.  I was 
waiting for Angelica Noelle to arrive from India, when at 34 I finally met Mr. Right!  Also known as 
Pat Munnelly.  We met when he transferred into my office at the phone company.  On our first date  
I told him all about adopting my kids and that if I ever married I would want to have kids 
biologically also.  He said he was sure that he would want lots of kids, so I knew he was the guy for 
me.

We married a year and a half later and by the time Angie arrived, I was pregnant with Luke, 
and then Jamie and then Michael.  I had always wanted to adopt an older child who was waiting 
for a forever home, so we went on to adopt 8 year old John from India.

It was so joyful to raise our large brood here in Elk River. With all of them attending St. 
Andrew’s School and receiving their sacraments at the Church.  They are all grown up now and 
living good lives.  We have three grandchildren, Carter, Levi, and Claire from our son John and his 
wife Nicole and hope to have many more. 

 Pat and I are enjoying our retirement years together and are so thankful to God for His 
many blessings.   

http://queenofpeaceregion.org

